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to palpate. Pathologically, it is of cylindrical type and takes its 
origin in the follicles of Lieberkuhn. 

In 44 per cent, of the cases epithelioma was multiple. This 
fact, together with symptoms of complete obstruction, help to 
differentiate it from carcinoma. Pains are very marked in epi¬ 
thelioma and cachexia. 

The progress of epithelioma is very much slower than that 
of sarcoma. In a child of three years afflicted with epithelioma 
the disease lasted two months; others survived the disease two 
years. 

The diagnosis of epithelioma is even more difficult than that 
of sarcoma. Of the six cases but one was cured and no recur¬ 
rence took place. On this subject, too, Americans have contrib¬ 
uted the greater share. 

The remainder of the book gives a detailed account of the 
original publications which are the basis of the monograph. 
There is hut one illustration and several statistical tables. 

Martin W. Ware. 


International Clinics. Edited by A. O. J. Kelly, A.M., M.D. 
Volumes II and III. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Com¬ 
pany, 1904. 

Both of these volumes contain much of surgical interest. 
This publication is so well and widely known that a general de¬ 
scription of the character of its contents is not necessary. The 
first of these two volumes contains a symposium upon tropical 
diseases. Liver abscess is presented in an excellent article on that 
subject by Dr. James Cantlie. He divides these cases under the 
heads of suprahepatic abscess, intrahepatic abscess, and subhe- 
patic abscess. The second of these varieties, he says, is usually due 
to dysentery, and the presumption is in favor of an embolus, car¬ 
ried to the liver substance by way of the portal vein. This belief 
is supported by the fact that an ulcerated surface in the colon is 
usually found to be the starting-point of a phlebitis. Further- 
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more, these abscesses are apt to be triangular or wedge shaped, 
with the apex towards the gate of the liver. The best treatment 
is the earliest possible evacuation of the pus. The diagnosis should 
be confirmed and the abscess located by the aspirating needle, and 
this followed by the introduction of the trocar and cannula, car¬ 
rying a rubber drainage tube to be left in situ. This should be 
done before the abscess has reached the surface. The author in¬ 
sists that when a cutting operation for abscess of the liver be¬ 
comes necessary, operation has been put off too long; and the 
very fact that the operation has been performed (however suc¬ 
cessfully) is condemnatory, as it points to lack of diagnostic skill 
or to delay in reaching the pus while it was as yet deeply seated. 
The author has operated upon fifty-three cases by the use of the 
trocar and drainage tube. 

Another article of value is by Mr. James Edwin Thompson 
on the diagnosis and treatment of abscess of the liver, based upon 
an observation of twenty-one patients suffering with abscess of 
the liver. These cases occurred in Texas. Fifteen had a previous 
history of dysentery. Nine died and six recovered. Autopsies on 
six of the fatal cases showed lesions in the colon in four cases. 
The author lays down a group of characteristic symptoms. 1 liese 
arc: a history of dysentery; a general feeling of malaise; elevated 
temperature; a yellow, sallow appearance of the skin, at times ap¬ 
proaching to jaundice; pain in the hepatic region, or over the 
shoulder-blade, or at the acromion process, or at all three places; 
enlargement of the liver, upward, downward, or in both direc¬ 
tions ; tenderness over the liver; bulging of the intercostal spaces; 
oedema over the lower costal zone; and irritating, spasmodic 
cough. Rarely are all of these symptoms present in the same case, 
but most of them will be found in advanced cases. 

A chapter on ankylosed joints and their non-operative treat¬ 
ment is contributed by Dr. J. Torrance Rugh. This is fully illus¬ 
trated. Another paper worthy of note is by Mr. E. Stanmore 
Bishop on abdominopelvic diagnosis. A most excellent paper on 
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intestinal obstruction in children is by Dr. Charles Greene Cuni- 
ston; and another on injuries of the kidney by Dr. Miles F. 
Porter. • 

Volume III contains a symposium of articles on syphilis. The 
section on surgery contains a noteworthy paper by Dr. Thomas 
H. Manley on umbilical hernia in the female, with the report of 
three cases of the strangulated variety. The first two of these 
cases died after operation, the third recovered, and serves to illus¬ 
trate the application of the best judgment and wisest surgical 
methods that can be applied to this serious condition. In a chap¬ 
ter on foreign bodies in the bronchi, Drs. Lermoyez and Guisez 
report two cases. One case was that of a prune stone in a bron¬ 
chus and the other was that of an upholsterer’s nail. The first 
died; the second was saved by the introduction of a bronchoscope 
through an opening in the trachea, the location of the nail and its 
extraction by means of an electromagnet. Dr. Charles Greene 
Cumston presents an article on the pathology and operative treat¬ 
ment of acute osteomyelitis and osteosarcoma. 

Many of these articles are in the form of clinical lectures, and 
bring the reader into the atmosphere of the clinic. Medicine, sur¬ 
gery, and their special divisions all receive consideration. The 
work is especially valuable to the practitioner. It is really a post¬ 
graduate course in medicine. 


James P. Warbasse. 



